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robe of honour and given a purse of six thousand rupees. He
was also offered a post in the Imperial service, which he
promised to accept after his return from Mecca.
Khwaja fiAbid returned from the Hajj in 1067 H. (a. d.
1657). He went straight to Aurangzib in the Deccan, when
he heard of the dangerous illness of Shahjehan and the prepa-
rations for war made by his sons to contest the throne. Shujac
and Murad had already assumed royal titles, but Aurangzib
conducted himself in a more cautious and diplomatic manner.
He moved immediately to his northern frontier, leaving the
territory of Bijapur to be conquered later on, pretending
to act in accordance with the orders received from the
Emperor. This abrupt withdrawal had dispirited his Mughal
(Turanl) troops who considered themselves to have been
deprived of the fruits of their long and arduous exertions.
Several Mughal officers, dissatisfied with their lot, deserted
him.
At this critical moment Khwaja cAbid joined the service of
Aurangzib, who, considering him to be an asset, gave him high
command over the Turanl soldiery, a very important element
in the Imperial army. Khwaja *Abid, besides being a learned
man, was well-versed in the arts of war. His adherence to
the cause of Aurangzib proved extremely useful, in that he
succeeded in rallying his countrymen round the latter's stand-
ard, during the fateful months that followed.
Aurangzib reached Burhanpur on 19th February 1658 and
remained there for a month, biding his time. Meanwhile,
Dara Shikuh had acquired virtual supremacy in the State,
had taken pledges from Ministers to support his claim for the
throne and had closed the roads leading to Bengal, Ahmeda-
bad and the Deccan against messengers and travellers.1
Aurangzib succeeded in winning over Murad to his side, who
promised definitely to join him at Ujjain before attacking the
•common foe. During his stay in Burhanpur, Aurangzib grant-
ed to Khwaja *Abid the rank of 3,000 zat, 500 horse, and the
title of Khan.2 On the way towards Ujjain he honoured him
•with a robe of honour, a steed and a jewelled dagger with
pearl-inlaid strap.3
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